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Martin Wickremasinghe Essay Competition - 2025

The Martin Wickremasinghe Essay Competition is an exciting opportunity for school
children aged 12 to 19 years to celebrate the life and works of the veteran Sri Lankan author
Martin Wickremasinghe. Organized by the Friends of the National Library in collaboration
with the Martin Wickremasinghe Trust, this competition will be conducted in all three
languages: Sinhala, English, and Tamil, for two age categories.

Essay Topics:

12-15 Years Age Category - Maximum Word Count: 750 words

Topic: "The inspiration drawn from the life and intellectual legacy of Martin
Wickremasinghe”

16-19 Years Age Category - Maximum Word Count: 1000 words

Topic: “A review of one of the most captivating works by the veteran author Martin
Wickramasinghe"

Rules and Regulations

=

Students may submit more than one essay.

2. Each essay must be accompanied by a completed application form and a certification
from the school principal.

3. An independent panel of judges will assess the essays, and the decision of the panel
will be final.

4. Submissions are not permitted from the children of officers employed by the Friends
of the National Library, the Martin Wickramasinghe Board of Trustees, or the
National Library and Documentation Services Board.

5. The age category is determined based on the participant's age as of the competition's
closing date.

6. All essays must be submitted along with the relevant application on or before April

30th, 2025, to the following address or email:

Postal Address:

Martin Wickremasinghe Essay Competition - 2025
“Friends of the National Library”

National Library and Documentation Services Board
14, Independence Avenue

Colombo 07

Email Address:
mwessaycompetition@gmail.com




Awards for the Winners

The top three winners in each category will receive cash awards, a certificate, and free one-
year membership to the National Library. Their schools will also receive a book donation for
their school library. Students who secure positions from 4th to 10th place will receive a
certificate and a cash award of Rs. 2,000.

All winning essays will be published as a printed book. Winners will be invited to receive
their awards at the Martin Wickremasinghe Commemoration Day ceremony to be held in
July 2025. The details of cash awards are as follows.

1st Place : Rs. 20,000/=
2nd Place : Rs. 15,000/=
3rd Place ' Rs. 10,000/=

The National Library and Documentation Services Board houses a special collection of all
books written by Martin Wickremasinghe, as well as books he used. This collection, along
with exhibits from the Martin Wickremasinghe Hall of Life, managed by the Martin
Wickremasinghe Trust, is available for reference during library hours: Monday — Friday:
8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

For further details, please contact:

« National Library and Documentation Services Board - Reader Services Division:
Tel: 011 2674386
Tel: 070 3535771 (Anoma Wijesinghe)
Tel: 077 8615500 (Niroshini Herath)

e Martin Wickremasinghe Trust:
Tel: 076 5355770
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Martin Wickremasinghe Essay competition-2025
Age Category 12-15 [] 16-19 4
M. e
PermManent AQArESS: ... e
Date of Birth: ................ooini.
Telephone Number/s: ...,
E-mail @0OIESS: . ..o
Name and Address of the SChool: ....... ..o
Name of the school principal: ........ ... e
Signature and Date: ........................
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